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Valuable historical sources: Ahn’s Jung-Geun’s
calligraphic works at Ryukoku University
and their peaceful use

LEE Soo Im

Ryukoku University is one of the oldest universities in Asia, and its history of over
380 years began in 1639, with the establishment of the student hostel Gakuryo within
the Nishi Hongwanji Temple grounds.

Some of the valuable historical resources Ryukoku University stores are highly
challenging to display to the public. One such resource is Ahn Jung-geun’s calligraphic
works. Ahn Jung-geun is known for assassinating Hirobumi Ito, the first Resident-
General of Korea, at Harbin Station on October 26, 1909, when the Russian Empire
had interests in northern Manchuria. Russian officials arrested Ahn Jung-guen and
handed him over to the Japanese government of Kwantung. He was executed in Lushun
Prison on March 26, 1910. However, in Japanese education, there is almost no chance
to learn about the kind of person Ahn was, let alone to discover the motives for and
background of his assassination of Ito. It is no exaggeration to say that it is taboo to
delve into and attempt to understand such topics in Japanese society. Because of this
social and cultural taboo the calligraphic works of Ahn Jung-geun stored at Ryukoku
University have long been kept if they were a lost treasure, with little social knowledge
of its existence.

However, as if Ahn Jung-geun had been revived, the public was made aware of
the existence of the historical resource of his calligraphic works. In May 2013, the
Ahn Jung-Geun East Asia Peace Research Center was founded at Ryukoku University.
The center’s name derives from the idea of peace in East Asia, something to which
Ahn aspired. He strongly believed in the union of China, Korea, and Japan to counter
Western imperialism, and restore East Asian independence. The center’s purpose is
to reconsider the idea of peace in East Asia and the independence of the countries in
the region, for which Ahn strongly advocated. The messages Ahn left to society are
important, particularly today, when people feel anxious about their futures. This article
records the progress of the Ahn Jung-geun Center in pursuing such aims and makes
society aware of this side of history.
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